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HELD AT: This meeting was held at 3271 Cheshire Rd, Delaware, OH 

CALL TO ORDER: Ken O’Brien, Trustee Chairman

PLEDGE OF
ALLEGIANCE: Ken O’Brien led the Pledge of Allegiance

ROLL CALL: Ken O’Brien, Meghan Raehll, Ron Bullard, Claudia Smith, Fiscal Officer 
  
ATTENDANCE:        Doug Reidel, Scott Sanders, Jessica Ormeroid, Anthony Turowski, 
Drew Hurst, Thom Slack and Shane Deer

Berlin Business Park Update/ODOT Coordination

Raehll stated that Tony Turowski reached out while discussing the 23 Connect and they 
talked about the Berlin Business Park and he wanted to share what ODOT has planned and 
also to get their feedback on what their potential build out needs would be for the Berlin 
Business Park and surrounding area for infrastructure for the next twenty years. 

Tony Turowski from ODOT District 6 gave a quick recap of where they are at regarding 23 
and said they are not moving forward in the direction of a bypass but are moving forward 
with upgrades to the existing corridor. They are trying to make upgrades in the northern 
section of Delaware to 229. They are also looking at making safety improvements in Marion 
County. They are looking to do the northern portion first and then coming south through the 
City of Delaware all the way to 270 with the money they have available. 

Raehll asked how they see 36/37 in terms of the potential and the buildout for what we 
need to think through. Turowski said they don’t have limited access right-of-way along 36 
but they do have an access management plan. They want to guide the access to 36 to 
minimize disruptions and avoid a bunch of signals. An arc cut is a way to do that and this 
was done at South Old State and 36. Slack said they need to be having conversations about 
their access management plan so when someone says they want this parcel which might be 
in the middle of another parcel they can encourage other parallel connections.

Bullard said they are expecting Reed Parkway to go all the way through and said Roloson 
Piatt Road will tie into Piatt Road to extend all the way to Lewis Center Road. This will make 
a parallel road with Lackey Old State Road to help traffic flow to the Big Walnut interchange. 
He stated that in their comprehensive land use plan they have planned for backage roads.  
He said we do not have commitments for the Berlin Business Park but they can go to 
Delaware or Sunbury and we are trying to make it attractive for them to stay within the 
township. Raehll said the only tools they have tried to use related to potential annexation of 
these areas is we have a JEDD template agreement in place all over the Berlin Business 
Park and she thinks for us the idea is trying to not over develop the land but to plan and 
utilize the land. She asked them if part of the issue they are running into on 23 was over 
development in the Orange area or was it lack of planning for the amount of development in 
the area.  Slack said it has gotten overwhelmed by the volume of traffic that wants to use 
23 for all purposes. 

Bullard said with the increase of traffic in the area they have also seen an increase on Curve 
Road. O’Brien said traffic on Sweeney Road has also increased and semi’s get caught on 
Sweeney Road and the railroad tracks and it was not made for heavy traffic. O’Brien said 
Veteran’s Parkway is a concern of theirs as it will throw more traffic our way as it hooks into 
Glenn Parkway and we do not want it. Raehll said a lot of local people go up to 36/37 to get 
around Alum Creek and the neighborhoods because there are not a lot of east/west 
connectors and the connector from Hyatt’s to Shanahan and Shanahan over to Lackey Old 
State came up recently which could help offload some of the local traffic because now you 
have to go up to 36/37 or down to Lewis Center. If there is a better plan in the relationship 
with the county and the township to have those east/west connectors settled that might 
help our local traffic and offload 36/37 a bit better. Raehll said we have argued that 
Shanahan Road should become a county road because you have a connector for the county 
on Hyatt’s Road and a connector on Lackey Old State. Riedel said they have had discussions 
with Berlin Township and Orange Township on what the best way is to have it extend east 
to Lackey Old State. 
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Bullard said Baker Road has a lot of traffic also. Raehll said a safety concern is the 
intersection of Africa Road and 36/37 to make a left turn and asked if they had any plans 
for it.  Turowski said that they have talked to the county and if Sunbury Parkway does not 
move forward in a timely manner an arc cut is a temporary option, but they would like to do 
it with the interchange project and summarized the plans.

O’Brien asked where they were thinking about grade separations on 36/37. Turowski said 
Old State is the one they entertained and asked where they want the main access off of.
Slack asked if there was any vision of a fourth leg coming on that intersection even as a 
minor. O’Brien said yes there has been talk about it. His concern is that we have wanted the 
backage roads but who pays for them. He hates when a farmer has to sell because they 
can’t afford it but, in the agreement, we have with the county they TIFFED it all but when 
you read the language it doesn’t benefit in the township. He had envisioned that the money 
in the Tif would go to the infrastructure in the township including the backage roads but 
there is something in the language that it could all go to the interchange and then there 
wouldn’t be any money for the backage roads. He asked Riedel who said the answer was 
the same as it was weeks ago that he was not sure. O’Brien said we have the same vision 
on the backage roads if we have the money. He doesn’t want to stop a developer because 
he can’t build the whole backage road.

O’Brien asked if a portion of Sweeney Road at 36/37 was their road as we have been taking 
care of it and Slack said he did not know but they would look into it. Turowski said one thing 
they have talked about internally is it’s easier to preserve what is there as far as right-of-
way and access, the have talked about track applications by purchasing limited access right-
of-way to grandfather in the current use. It’s easier to purchase that in conjunction with 
maybe a long-term plan to get access to those parcels with frontage road and asked if that 
was something the trustees might be interested in and O’Brien said yes. 

Bullard said they have talked for years about Glenn Parkway and how that could relieve 
traffic from 23 and 36/37. Raehll said them not having limited access right-of-way on 36/37 
means that the multiple landowners in the Berlin Business Park could pose a problematic 
situation as she knows one interested builder does want to have a road off 36/37 and it’s 
the parcel next to Lackey Old State so it doesn’t make sense there. Slack said they have no 
obligation to open the median, all their obligation is, is to provide access and they can’t tell 
people to go across someone else’s property either. They discussed a backage road south of 
36/37, north of Curve Road through the farmland. O’Brien said it would be great if the TIF 
money could make this backage road and they would have access out the back.  Slack said 
the issue is how do you build that road with the way these property lines are all staggered, 
where is the right place for it. O’Brien said in our comp plan we have backage roads and 
Slack said that is based off of their access management plan probably. O’Brien said most of 
these people would love to have the road they just don’t want to pay for it. They discussed 
different ways for the traffic to continue without having stop lights all the way down 36/37, 
by using some lights and some arc cuts. 

O’Brien said his concern is when Sunbury Parkway is built that traffic is going to be dumped 
onto Sherman Road and it is not built for heavy traffic. It does not have ditches and will lose 
it’s charm with all the trees. Slack said the straight shot should keep people on 3 B’s & K. 

Bullard said he is concerned with the traffic going around the construction at 5 points in 
Delaware and Slack said they all are and are working on a game plan. He also asked if 
Sunbury Parkway would be a state road and Slack said they are looking at splitting 36/37 
and the new road would be named 36 and 36/37 would be renamed to 37. 

Turowski said he proposes that they get together with their design consultant LJB and 
brainstorm what they want this corridor to look like, so it serves both purposes of through 
traffic and maintaining access. They can determine the best way the money is to be spent. 
Raehll said they will designate one the of trustees at the next board meeting to work with 
them and keep the board updated as the meetings go along. They discussed having 
multiuse trails included in the plan. 

RESOLUTION  MOTION TO ADJOURN
22-09-28             

Motion: Bullard
Second: Raehll



BERLIN TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES

                    11:00 a.m.                Special Trustee Meeting        September 22,        22

3

Vote: O’Brien yes, Raehll yes and Bullard yes

Meeting adjourned by Chairman O’Brien at 12:12 p.m.                                                     

                                                             ___       ______       _______ ____________
 Ken O’Brien, Chairman

     
____________________________________

ATTEST:            Meghan Raehll, Co-Chairman

__________________________           ____________________________________         
Claudia Smith, Fiscal Officer  Ron Bullard, Trustee


